
Georgia All-Payer Claims 

Database
Advisory Committee Meeting

October 16th, 2024

11:00 am to 12:00 pm
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Welcome

E-mail Questions/Comments: apcd@opb.georgia.gov
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mailto:apcd@opb.georgia.gov
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Meeting Agenda
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Topic Presenter Time

Opening Remarks Elizabeth Holcomb, Chair 11:00 – 11:05

Project Status Katlynn Sifre, OHSC 11:05 – 11:10

Formation of FY25 Use Case Work Group Elizabeth Holcomb, Chair 11:10 – 11:20

Data Access and Governance Dr. Jon Duke, GTRI-CHAI 11:20 – 11:30

Analytics Dr. Jon Duke, GTRI-CHAI 11:30 – 11:40

State agency engagement Elizabeth Holcomb, Chair 11:40 – 11:50

Upcoming Activities and Next Steps Elizabeth Holcomb, Chair 11:50 – 11:55

Questions Elizabeth Holcomb, Chair 11:55 – 12:00

Meeting Adjournment Elizabeth Holcomb, Chair 12:00
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 Committee Roster
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Members / Credentials Statutory Position Titles

Elizabeth Holcomb (Chair):  Director, Office of Health Strategy and Coordination Office of Health Strategy and Coordination Director

Senator Ben Watson, M.D.: District 1 State Senator, Senate Appropriations Health 

& Human Development Subcommittee Chair
Senate Appropriations Health & Human Development Subcommittee Chair

Representative Darlene Taylor: District 173 State House 

Rep.,  House Appropriations Health Subcommittee ​Chair
House Appropriations Health Subcommittee Chair

Chad Purcell: Chief Technology Officer, Georgia Dept. of Community Health Department of Community Health Designee

Crysty Odom: (Retired) St. Mary's Foundation Director, St. Mary's Health Care 

System
Representative of Health Care Philanthropy – Governor Appointee

Vacant Office of Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner Designee

Gregory Esper, MD: Chief Clinical Financial Officer, Emory Healthcare Representative of Medical Providers – Lt. Governor Appointee

Jon Duke, MD: Director, Center for Health Analytics and Informatics GTRI Center for Health Analytics and Informatics Director

Kathleen Toomey MD, MPH: Commissioner of the Department of Public Health, 

State Health Officer
Department of Public Health Designee

Matthew Hicks: Sr. VP of Corporate Development, Sellers Dorsey & Associates Hospital Industry Representative – Governor Appointee

Rick Dunn: Director, Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget Office of Planning and Budget Director

Vacant Insurance Industry Representative – Speaker's Office Appointee
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Key Milestones

Milestone Date Status

Rules and Data Submission Guide Published February 2023 Complete

Submitter Registration Deadline March 2023 Complete

APCD Portal in Production April 2023 Complete

Mandatory Submissions – Health & Pharmacy June 1, 2023 Exceptions

Initial Mandatory Submissions – Dental December 1, 2023 Complete

Initial Analytic Use Cases January 2024 Complete

Last Historical Mandatory Submissions  - 

Dental
May 2024

Complete

Data Application Release July 2024 Complete

Payer Onboarding Completed December 2024 On Track
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Project Status
Katlynn Sifre, OHSC

6



7 

Data in APCD tool 

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

Q1 
2024

Q2 
2024

Q3 
2024

July 2024

extract

Next extract 

Oct 2024

Medical/Pharmacy/Dental *

Apr 2024

extract

*Excluding exceptions
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Planned Submitters 
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Submitters In 
Progress

Luminaire

Merchants Benefit 
Administration

National Health

Late 2024/ Early 
2025

Traditional 
Medicare 

2025/2026

Georgia 
Department of 

Corrections 
(GDC)

Cannabis 
Commission
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Formation of FY25 Use Case Work Group

Elizabeth Holcomb, OHSC
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FY25 Use Case Workgroup Membership

The FY25 Use Case Workgroup was 

empaneled by OHSC Director Elizabeth 

Holcomb 

Members included a range of experts from 

Georgia government, academia, healthcare 

providers, and industry

Workgroup Members Organization

Dean Burke MD Department of Community Health 

Hayley Gahlau Speaker's Office

Becca Hallum Georgia Hospital Association

Steve Hodges Georgia Technology Authority

Ines Owens Lt. Governor’s Office

James Beal Office of the Senate President Pro Tempore

Paula Brown CareSource

Robert Palmer MD Department of Public Health

Brian Pettersson Department of Human Services

Angie Snyder Georgia State University

Michael Toedt MD Indian Health Service

Steven Walsh MD Medical Association of Georgia

Anelia Moore Office of Health Strategy and Coordination



11 

FY25 Use Case Workgroup

FY25 Use Case Workgroup Meeting

• The workgroup met virtually in September 2024 to identify and discuss potential 
topics to prioritize 

• Preliminary topics were then curated based on data availability and feasibility of 
conducting the necessary analyses using APCD data
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Data Access and Governance
Dr. Jon Duke, CHAI
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Who can apply for non-public data?

Types of data requestors may include :
– Researchers

– Government entities

– Providers / health systems

– Payers

– Industry

– Employers

Data requesters must be affiliated with an organization
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High-Level Requirements for Receiving Data

• Purpose
– Request aligns with Georgia APCD objectives

– Data use will benefit the citizens of Georgia

• Requester characteristics
– Methodological expertise to analyze the data

– Security infrastructure to protect data

• Requested data
– Limited to minimum data necessary to answer a research question

– Justification required for certain data elements
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Custom Reports are Coming!

• For those who have need for APCD data, but whose organizations 

may lack the methodological expertise to perform the analyses, we 

will be rolling out Custom Reports soon
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Data Request Inquiries

• Potential data users can submit inquiries either via online form or directly 

contacting the Administrator via email

• We have received 8 data request inquiries via website
–6 academic researchers

–1 industry

–1 payer

• We have received 6 inquiries via email
–2 academic researchers

–1 state agency

–1 federal agency

–1 city program

–1 community non-profit
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Application Requests

• Potential data users can request applications via the website and are 

automatically sent an individualized application link

• We have received 19 application requests
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Application Submissions

• We have had 2 completed applications submitted and reviewed by the Data 

Release Review Committee 
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Data Release Review Committee

• At the monthly DRRC meeting, the committee had a chance to discuss the 

applications, meet with the requesters, and refine the final approved data release

• Both applications were approved, with modifications ensuring optimal methods 

and minimum necessary data were released
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A Note for State Agencies

If you are a Georgia state agency interested in working with 

APCD data, please contact OHSC Director Elizabeth Holcomb at 

elizabeth.holcomb@opb.georgia.gov 
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All Other Requesters

Visit https://apcd.georgia.gov/data-reports/non-public-data
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Analytics
Dr. Jon Duke, CHAI
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Analytics Update

• APCD Patient Count Update

• Extract Generation Process

• Advancing Analytic Capabilities
–Embedding Distance to Care in Claims Data

–Provider True Availability
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APCD Patient Counts Q2 2024
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Extract Generation Process (1/2)

Project

Specific

Dataset

APCD

Analytics

Team
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Extract Generation Process (2/2)
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Advancing Analytics Capabilities

• When we are between use cases or data extracts, we aim to advance 

a limited number of key capability areas that we believe will be 

valuable for upcoming use cases and external researchers

• Today we would like to talk about three of these:
–Embedding Distance to Care in Claims Data

–Provider True Availability
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Embedding Distance to Care in Claims Data

• Distance to service is an important component 

of access to care, enabling
– Identifying disparities 

–Assessing unmet needs within health systems

–Analyzing how distance affects health outcomes 

and how both change over time

• Calculating distance to care requires granular 

location data (e.g., ZIP5) for both patient and 

provider
–Can elevate a dataset from deidentified to LDS

– Increases security and other requirements
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Distance to Service

• We are aiming to reduce the 

necessity for PHI while still enabling 

distance-based analysis

• We are pre-generating a table with 

distance in miles between the patient 

ZIP and the rendering provider ZIP 

for each medical claim in Georgia

• Can be joined by claim ID for 

analysis on a wide range of topics 

from outcomes to access

medical_claim_service_line_id distance_to_service

0123456789 37.8

9876543210 18.3

0246813579 11.4

… …
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Provider True Availability (1/4)

• Understanding access to care in Georgia requires an accurate 

understanding of provider availability

• Historically, this information is gleaned through
–Licensing information

–Web scraping

–Physician databases (eg AMA, NPPES)

• There is a difference however between the presence of a physician or 

office in a given county and their availability to deliver care
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Provider True Availability (2/4)

• We performed an analysis of provider services delivered stratified by
–Day of week

–ZIP / County

–Specialty

• Limited this analysis to outpatient visits
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Provider True Availability (3/4)

• Understanding access to care in Georgia requires an accurate 

understanding of provider availability

• Historically, this information is gleaned through
–Licensing information

–Web scraping

–Physician databases (eg AMA, NPPES)

• There is a difference however between the presence of a physician or 

office in a given county and their availability to deliver care
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Provider True Availability (4/4)
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State agency engagement
Elizabeth Holcomb, OHSC
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Questions?
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Upcoming Activities and Next Steps
Elizabeth Holcomb, OHSC
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Upcoming Activities & Next Steps

• Finalize and prioritize use cases

• Continued work with Submitters
–Medicare Traditional Data

–Luminaire

–Merchants Benefit Administration

–National Health

–GDC

–Cannabis Commission

• Custom Reports



Adjournment

Next Meeting – December 11th for Q4 2024 presentation

38
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