
Advisory Committee Meeting

Georgia All-Payer Claims 
Database

July 31, 2024
11:00 am to 12:00 pm
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Welcome
E-mail Questions/Comments: apcd@opb.georgia.gov

mailto:apcd@opb.georgia.gov
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Meeting Agenda

Topic Presenter Time
Opening Remarks Elizabeth Holcomb, Chair 11:00 – 11:05

Project Updates Jodi Wooten, OHSC 11:05 – 11:10

Analytics Dr. Jon Duke, GTRI-CHAI 11:10 – 11:25

Data Requests and Governance Dr. Jon Duke, GTRI-CHAI 11:25 – 11:40

Project Budget Update Jodi Wooten, OHSC 11:40 – 11:43

Upcoming Activities and Next Steps Elizabeth Holcomb, Chair 11:43 – 11:45

Meeting Adjournment Elizabeth Holcomb, Chair 11:45
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Committee Roster
Members / Credentials Statutory Position Titles

Elizabeth Holcomb (Chair): Director, Office of Health Strategy and Coordination Office of Health Strategy and Coordination Director

Senator Ben Watson, M.D.: District 1 State Senator, Senate Appropriations Health 
& Human Development Subcommittee Chair Senate Appropriations Health & Human Development Subcommittee Chair

Representative Darlene Taylor: District 173 State House 
Rep., House Appropriations Health Subcommittee ​Chair House Appropriations Health Subcommittee Chair

Chad Purcell: Chief Technology Officer, Georgia Dept. of Community Health Department of Community Health Designee

Crysty Odom: (Retired) St. Mary's Foundation Director, St. Mary's Health Care 
System Representative of Health Care Philanthropy – Governor Appointee

Vacant Office of Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner Designee

Gregory Esper, MD: Chief Clinical Financial Officer, Emory Healthcare Representative of Medical Providers – Lt. Governor Appointee

Jon Duke, MD: Director, Center for Health Analytics and Informatics GTRI Center for Health Analytics and Informatics Director

Kathleen Toomey MD, MPH: Commissioner of the Department of Public Health, 
State Health Officer Department of Public Health Designee

Matthew Hicks: Sr. VP of Corporate Development, Sellers Dorsey & Associates Hospital Industry Representative – Governor Appointee

Rick Dunn: Director, Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget Office of Planning and Budget Director

Vacant Insurance Industry Representative – Speaker's Office Appointee
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Key Milestones
Milestone Date Status

Rules and Data Submission Guide Published February 2023 Complete

Submitter Registration Deadline March 2023 Complete

APCD Portal in Production April 2023 Complete

Mandatory Submissions – Health & Pharmacy June 1, 2023 Exceptions

Initial Mandatory Submissions – Dental December 1, 2023 Exceptions

Initial Analytic Use Cases January 2024 Complete

Last Historical Mandatory Submissions -
Dental May 2024 Exceptions

Data Application Release July 2024 Complete

Payer Onboarding Completed December 2024 On Track



Project Updates

Jodi Wooten, OHSC
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Submitter Update

APCD

32* 
Medical / 
Pharmacy

5 Dental 
Only

Outstanding data

Medical/Pharmacy
• DCH Medicaid
• Luminare
• Express Scripts*

Dental
• Delta Dental*
• Guardian Group

New!
• Merchants 

Benefit 
Administration

• National Health

*monthly in tool / historical in 
process

Monthly 
submissions

Historical 
data
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Data in APCD tool 

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

Q1 
2024

Q2 
2024

Q3 
2024

July 2024
extract

Next extract 
Oct 2024

Medical/Pharmacy/Dental *

Apr 2024
extract

*Excluding exceptions
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Planned Future Submitters 

Late 2024/ Early 
2025

Traditional 
Medicare 

2025/2026

Georgia 
Department of 

Corrections 
(GDC)

Cannabis 
Commission



Analytics

Dr. Jon Duke, CHAI
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The Latest APCD Stats (Q1 2024)
• 1.2 billion medical claims
• 572+ million pharmacy claims
• 52.5 million dental claims
• 11.7 million patients
• Jan 2018 – Mar 2024
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New APCD Analytics: Infographics

https://apcd.georgia.gov/infant-health-outcomes
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New APCD Analytics: Reports

https://apcd.georgia.gov/low-value-care-opioids-low-back-pain

https://apcd.georgia.gov/breast-cancer-screening-rates
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New APCD Analytics: Datasets

https://apcd.georgia.gov/trends-prescription-drug-dispensing-2018-2022
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Updated Dashboards
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Updated Dashboards
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• We have previously integrated a wide range of data sources into APCD analytics 
such as:

–Census-based demographics
–Education
–Housing
–Income
–Employment
–Crime
–Social vulnerability index (SVI)
–Area deprivation index (ADI)

Building APCD Analytics Capabilities
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• Distance to care

Building New APCD Analytics Capabilities
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• Weather

Building New APCD Analytics Capabilities
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Building New APCD Analytics Capabilities
• Unusual Claims Patterns
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APCD Analytics FY24 Use Cases Completed

UC1:
Total Costs of 

Care

UC2:
Chronic Disease 

Costs

UC3:
Avoidable ED 

Costs

UC4:
Behavioral Health 

Costs

UC5:
Median Negotiated 

Rates

UC6:
Pharmaceutical 

Costs

UC7:
Chronic Disease 

Trends

UC8:
Cancer Trends

UC9:
Behavioral Health 

Trends

UC10:
Maternal and 
Infant Health

UC11:
Opioids in Low 

Back Pain

UC12:
Preventive 

Screening Rates
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• FY25 Use Case WG will kick off next month
• Will formulate new and expanded use cases for the coming year
• Please contact us with your input and recommendations for the work 
of the APCD analytics team

FY25 Use Case Planning
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• In addition to conducting analyses to support public use cases, the 
APCD Analytics team plays a key role in the data request process

• External requesters come to the APCD with a wide array of skills 
and infrastructure

• The APCD Analytics team's work includes
–Working with requesters to ensure that their requested data matches their 

stated goals
–Evaluating requests to ensure "minimum necessary" data are being requested
–Building patient cohorts to match request specifications
–Generating export datasets and removing sensitive data
–Evaluating requester data management plans
–Conducting ongoing audits and review of data management

Enabling External APCD Research



Data Access and Governance

Dr. Jon Duke, CHAI
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Data Request Applications are Open!
Visit https://apcd.georgia.gov/data-reports/non-public-data
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Timeline for Data Access

Q4 ‘23 Q1 ‘24 Q2 ‘24 Q3 ‘24 Q4 ‘24 Q1 ‘25

Begin releasing 
Public Use Files 
and Reports

Publish overview of APCD 
data access mechanisms

Publish application 
materials and fee schedule 
for Non-Public Data release

Applications open for 
Non-Public Data 
requests

Begin accepting 
requests for 
Custom Reports

Publish process and fee 
schedule for Custom Reports
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Types of data requestors include :
– Researchers
– Government entities
– Providers / health systems
– Payers
– Industry
– Employers

Data requesters must be affiliated with an organization

Who can apply for non-public data?
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Components of the Application
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• Purpose
–Request aligns with Georgia APCD objectives
–Data use will benefit the public

• Requester characteristics
–Methodological expertise to analyze the data
–Security infrastructure to protect data

• Requested data
–Limited to minimum data necessary to answer a research question
–Justification required for certain data elements

High-Level Requirements for Receiving Data
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• APCD data requests are evaluated by the Data Release Review 
Committee (DRRC)

• The DRRC has broad expertise in health data analytics, privacy, 
security, research ethics and regulatory processes, and other critical 
areas relevant to the APCD

• The DRRC meets monthly to review applications and make 
recommendations to the administrator

How are these criteria assessed?

Subject Matter Expertise Stakeholder Groups
• Health data and informatics • Research organizations
• Health services research • State entities
• Analytic methods • Payers
• Data privacy and security • Health systems
• Research ethics • Provider organizations
• IRB and regulatory processes • Industry
• Antitrust regulations • Employers
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Data Request Process
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Product Type Estimated Range of Fees

Standard Report $750 - $8,500

Custom Report $2,500 - $20,000

Aggregate Data Set $2,500 - $20,000

De-identified Data Set $5,000 - $25,000

Limited Data Set $7,500 - $30,000

Limited Data Set (OMOP) $10,000 - $45,000

Factors in Determining Data Access Fee

• Years of data requested
• Types of data (medical, pharmacy, dental, provider, 

payer)
• Level of customization (complexity of criteria 

including diagnoses, procedures, medications, 
demographics)

• Inclusion of sensitive data or protected health 
information

• Administrative support required
• Technical assistance required
• Organizational type (non-profit, commercial, 

academic, government)

Data Access Fees
Data Access Fees

Application Fee
Requestor Type Application Fee
Academic $150

Non-Profit $150

For-Profit $300
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• In the 3 weeks since opening, we have had 7 requests for 
applications and several additional information inquiries

• We have not received any completed application submissions, but 
have been in contact with requesters to ensure all information needs 
are met

• At present, requesters can expect a ~30-60 day turnaround time 
for new data requests

Application Inquiries
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• If you are a Georgia state agency interested in working with 
APCD data, please contact OHSC Director Elizabeth Holcomb 
at elizabeth.holcomb@opb.georgia.gov

A Note for State Agencies
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Questions?



Project Budget Update

Jodi Wooten, OHSC
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Advanced Planning Document (APD) Revisions

• Document changes will be submitted to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) to approve federal funding 

• Originally approved in February 2022 and required to be revised annually

APD

• Costs incurred to date
• Future spend

Updates planned

• Not anticipating requesting additional state funds during this year’s budget 
development 

Key Takeaway



Upcoming Activities and Next Steps

Elizabeth Holcomb, OHSC
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Adjournment

Next Meeting – Oct 2024
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